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Pete Largess of Largess Forestry takes in the view last week from the top of the tulip poplar at
the National Museum of American lllustration in Newport.

CITY FOR THE TREES

Newport wants to be a 500-tree species arboretum setting

By Sean Flynn
Staff writer

Newport is the only city in the
country to have four arboretums
accredited by a nationally recog-

nized organization,
NEWPORT but planners and
volunteers are not resting on their
laurels.

The Newport Tree Society is
striving for the city to feature at
least 500 different species or vari-
eties of trees planted and growing
in accordance with an arboretum
plan, which would make Newport
a Level III arboretum, the second
highest category.

“No other city has more than
two arboretums,” said Helen Papp,
projectdirector of the Newport Tree

Society. “It'sate ent to the qual-
ity of our Gilded-Age forest and the
commitment of the property owners
to begood stewards of those trees.”

The Morton Arboretum in Lisle,
I11., created the ArbNet Arboretum
Accreditation Program to establish
awidely recognized set of standards
for the purpose of unifying the arbo-
retum community and providing a
mechanism for benchmarking arbo-
retums.

Ben Boisclair, a landscape
designer with Sasaki Associates Inc.
of Watertown, Mass., told an audi-
ence of more than 75 people gath-
ered in the Pell Elementary School
cafetorium Monday night that
Newport has 263 documented tree
species so far, so it needs 237 more
species to reach the next level. His

presentation was part of the third
and final community meeting on
the development of a Newport Tree,
Park and Open Space Master Plan,
for which Sasaki is the consultant.

A draft of the master plan is
expected to be completed by August,
said Jason S. Hellendrung, princi-
pal of Sasaki Associates. He and
Jill Allen Dixon, an associate of the
firm, also gave presentations on the
work done on the plan so far. Mem-
bers of the public were asked to fill
out forms outlining priority items
for the plan, what’s missing and any
changes they would like to see.

The arboretum push was just one
element of many topics discussed,
but it attracted attention.
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