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NMAI PREMIERES NEW EXHIBITION:  
NORMAN ROCKWELL & HIS CONTEMPORARIES: FABULOUS FORTIES TO SENSATIONAL SIXTIES 

 
 
The National Museum of American Illustration (NMAI) in Newport, RI is pleased to announce the debut of its newest 
exhibition, Norman Rockwell & His Contemporaries: Fabulous Forties to Sensational Sixties, culminating with a 
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing on July 20th, 1969. The exhibition will debut with the start 
of the NMAI’s Summer Season on Thursday, May 23rd, 2019. 
 
The period from the 1940s through the 1960s was a tumultuous time in the history of the United States. Significant political 
and social changes defined daily life for Americans as a result of the frequent shift between wartime and peacetime. The 
Second World War (1939-1945), the Cold War (1947-1991), the Korean War (1950-1953), and the Vietnam War (1955-1975) 
made their marks on the culture of the United States and affected all aspects of life, beyond the political sphere. 
 
During WWII, American men fought for the side of the Allies along with the Soviet Union, United Kingdom, and China while 
the opposition, called the “Axis Powers,” consisted of Nazi Germany, Japan, and initially, Italy. At the same time, American 
women experienced new-found freedom as they entered the work force, taking on the jobs that men left behind. WWII 
influenced everyday life in innumerable ways for Americans of all ages. Stevan Dohanos highlights this effect on America’s 
youth in Another War to Go, illustrating a group of Boy Scouts as they practice parachuting in a hay loft, pretending to be 
soldiers.  
 
When WWII ended, many of the veterans who returned home went back to work, got married, and started families. This 
ushered in the era of the 1950s Nuclear Family – a term for the stereotypical family consisting of a working husband, 
housewife, and typically two children. Images of leisure and wholesome family life prevailed in the Fifties, such as John Falter’s 
Family Picnic, featuring the artist himself on the pitcher’s mound during a friendly game of baseball. While this period was 
often idealized, it was interrupted by both the Korean and Vietnam Wars and gave way to the social upheaval of the 1960s. 
 
In the Sixties, the Civil Rights and Women’s Rights movements sought to overturn political policies and improve the daily lives 
of women and minorities. During this time, travel was booming, expanding the average American’s accessibility to the rest of 
the world – and beyond. Richard Stone’s 1956 advertisement for American Airlines, Welcome Home!, epitomizes the types 
of campaigns airlines were commissioning to expand commercial air travel, highlighting the joys it can bring by reuniting 
families from afar with efficiency and safety. While the 1950s and 1960s have been called the “Golden Age of Plane Travel,” 
it was also a momentous time of technological innovation that led to an American, Neil Armstrong, becoming the first person 
to set foot on the moon. To quote Armstrong, the Apollo 11 Moon Landing was “one small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind.” Norman Rockwell depicted this moment in his studies for The Final Impossibility: Man’s Tracks on the Moon, 
created for a feature in Look Magazine.   
 
Featuring original paintings, works on paper, vintage posters, and accompanying artifacts, Norman Rockwell & His 
Contemporaries: Fabulous Forties to Sensational Sixties, highlights the changes to daily life in America during three very 
different decades. Through illustrations created for advertisements, magazines, newspapers, and more, artists showed how 
American culture and values changed in concert with the constant political unrest.  
  
The exhibition is curated into three main focuses: War & Politics in the 1940s; Leisure, the Nuclear Family, & the Economy in 
the 1950s; and Civil Rights, Women’s Rights, Travel & Expansion in the 1960s. The culmination of the exhibition will be a 
spotlight on the Apollo 11 Moon Landing in 1969. 
 
The National Museum of American Illustration is an independent, educational and aesthetic organization with the goal to 
present the best venue for the public to appreciate the greatest collection of illustration art. The NMAI’s Summer Season runs 
from Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend, open Thursday – Sunday, 11am – 5pm, with a Guided Tour on 
Fridays at 3pm. It is located at Vernon Court, 492 Bellevue Avenue, Newport, RI. For information call (401) 851-8949 ext. 18 
or visit www.americanillustration.org.	  
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Please download the high-resolution images from the below Dropbox folder: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dkcwqtoatkdvw6x/AAC41_YS902CPvh5WoEqj0-ca?dl=0  
  
Captions: 
1. Stevan Dohanos (1907–1994), Another War to Go (Kids Practicing Parachuting in Hay Loft), 1945, oil on board, 22” x 
17”, signed lower right, “The Return of Jonsey” by Dana Burnett, Saturday Evening Post, October 27, 1945 
2. John Falter (1910–1982), The Family Picnic - Baseball, 1950, oil on canvas, 26 1/8” x 24 1/8”, signed lower left, Saturday 
Evening Post, September 2, 1950 cover 
3. Richard Stone (b. 1925), Welcome Home!, 1956, casein on board, 18 ½” x 15”, signed lower left, illustration for American 
Airlines 
4. Norman Rockwell (1894–1978), The Final Impossibility: Man’s Tracks on the Moon – Study, 1969, charcoal on paper, 
35” x 24”, study for “The Final Impossibility: Man’s Tracks on the Moon,” Look Magazine, December 30, 1969, p. 30-21 
5. John Falter (1910–1982), New Litter of Kittens, 1954, oil on canvas, 29” x 27”, signed lower left, Saturday Evening Post, 
January 8, 1955 cover 
6. Earl Mayan (1916–2009), Dad Carrying Sleeping Son (Phillies/Dodgers Game), 1955, oil on illustration board, 27 ½” x 
21 ¼”, signed lower right, Saturday Evening Post, April 23, 1955 cover 
7. Norman Rockwell (1894–1978), Blood Brothers – Study, 1968, oil on board, signed lower right, commissioned by Look 
Magazine, unpublished 
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