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BLOG /

Review: J.C. Leyendecker
Exhibition at the New York
Historical Society

3 SEPTEMBER 2023, BY BABETTE RADCLYFFE-THOMAS

In this week's blog, Costume Society News Editor Babette Radclyffe-Thomas reviews
the Under Cover: JC. Leyendecker and American Masculinity exhibition which opened
May 5th at the New York Historical Society, New York.

lllustrator and commercial artist J. C. Leyendecker's (1874-1951) era-defining work is currently on show at the New York

Historical Society. Emblematic of American visual culture from the start of the 20th century to the 1930s, Leyendecker's

advertising campaigns such as ‘Arrow Collar Man’ and covers for the Saturday Evening Post and Collier's have become

iconic depictions of masculinities.

"J.C. Leyendecker was an amazingly talented artist whose illustrations have come to embody the look and feel of the first
half of the century while simultaneously demonstrating how fluidity in gender expression and gay representation were

actually quite common at the time, contrary to current assertions that they are unique to our own moment,” shares Donald

advertising that broadens our understanding of American culture.”
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